[Bilateral testicular ischemia in vasculitis. Differential diagnosis with torsion and the value of color Doppler ultrasonography].
The authors report a case of acute bilateral testicular pain simulating simultaneous bilateral torsion of the spermatic cord in a 22-year-old man. Duplex ultrasound revealed parenchymal ischaemia secondary to an early form of polyarteritis nodosa (PAN). Surgery, performed because of the doubtful differential diagnosis with torsion of the spermatic cord, excluded this hypothesis. The aetiological investigation, after excluding an infectious cause, consisted of revealing at least three diagnostic criteria necessary for the diagnosis of PAN among those defined by Godeau Guillevin or the American College of Rheumatology. The authors also discuss the value of duplex ultrasound in the follow-up of this disease.